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   MARSILEA MACROPODA 
 CLOVER FERN 

 

Clover fern is excellent groundcover for 
shady locations, with lush, dark green clover-
like leaves on long leaf stalks. Leaves on 
young plants have a downy like texture.   
Clover Fern grows to eight inches tall by two 
feet wide, spreading rapidly by rhizomes 
(underground stems).  It is a great choice for 
planting between pavers. While this plant 
prefers shady locations, it can tolerate full sun 
if ample water is provided. Clover Fern     
performs well in moist soils and grows best 
with an overhead spray watering system in 
the low deserts. Clover Fern is evergreen   
except for a short period in winter. Shear 
back plants to keep the height in check and to 
encourage fresh, new growth. It is cold hardy 
to 0ºF. USDA Zone 7.     

AT A GLANCE SUMMARY 

SIZE (H X W) 8 inches x 2 foot 

FLOWER COLOR 
 

None 

FLOWER SEASON None 

WATER Moderate to High 

GROWTH RATE Moderate 

HARDINESS 0º F, USDA Zone 7 

PRUNING Cut back to encourage 
new growth 

EXPOSURE Part to full shade 


