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   QUERCUS FUSIFORMIS 
ESCARPMENT LIVE OAK 

 

Very similar in appearance to the coastal 
live oak, Quercus fusiformis is so 
different in its adaptability to harsh 
conditions that botanists felt it warranted 
its own classification. The escarpment 
live oak is native to west Texas, and is 
more drought-tolerant and cold-hardy 
than the coastal live oak. It has performed 
very well during our summers here in 
Phoenix, and has handled the cold in 
Albuquerque with no damage, although it 
does go deciduous there. One of the few 
evergreen oaks (in low and middle 
deserts), Q. fusiformis grows slowly to a 
mature size of 50 feet tall and wide, 
forming a long-lived shade tree. Hardy to 
-10° F. USDA Zone 6. 

AT A GLANCE SUMMARY 

SIZE (H X W) 50 feet x 50 feet  

FLOWER COLOR 
 

None 

FLOWER SEASON None  

WATER Low, extra summer   
water 

GROWTH RATE Slow 

HARDINESS -10º F, USDA Zone 6 

PRUNING Prune to shape 

EXPOSURE Full sun 


