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RHUS LANCEOLATA 
FLAME LEAF SUMAC 

 Native to most of the Southwest, this 
deciduous shrub or small tree has 
large, green, aromatic, compound 
leaves that turn a brilliant orange-red 
in the fall. Clusters of creamy white 
flowers are followed by hairy red-
orange berries on female plants.  
Mature specimens are typically 
multi-trunked and short in stature but 
they may be trained into a single 
trunk standard. Natively it suckers to 
form wide spreading colonies. Plant 
in full sun to part shade and provide 
good drainage. Hardy to -20º F.   
 

AT A GLANCE SUMMARY 

SIZE (H X W) 12-18 feet x 15-20 

FLOWER COLOR 
 

White 

FLOWER SEASON Spring 

WATER Low 

GROWTH RATE Fast 

HARDINESS -20º F, USDA Zone 5 

PRUNING To Shape 

EXPOSURE Full Sun to Part Shade 


